
Solar for your Home, 
Business and Beyond
Save Energy, Save Money, Support Community

Clearwater Neighborhoods Coalition June 2025



The Clearwater Neighborhoods 
Coalition CNC) is a community 
based, not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to 
promoting safety, 
sustainability and quality of life 
for Clearwater, Florida 
neighborhoods.

We envision a clean, 
equitable energy system that 
directs control and benefits 
back to local communities, 
with solar on every roof and 
money in every pocket.



Solar United 
Neighbors
Julia Herbst (she/her) – FL Gulf Coast 
Program Associate

flteam@solarunitedneighbors.org



We’re a vendor neutral, 
national 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit.

WHAT IS SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS?
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We help people go 
solar, join together, 
and fight for their 
energy rights.



Why solar?



Why solar?

Whatever your 
“Why,ˮ SUN can 
help with the “Howˮ



Solar Basics



Local solar benefits everyone
● Protects solar owners from rising energy bills while also 

lowering costs for everyone
● Reduces need for expensive centralized generation and grid 

upgrades
● Makes energy system more secure, resilient, and reliable
● Reduces air, water, soil, noise, and climate pollution
● Grows the local economy with good-paying jobs and keeping 

investments in the local community



Equipment & Terms
● Panels / modules

● Inverters

● Racking rails mounts

● Battery Storage

● Kilowatts(kW) Power AC/DC 

● Kilowatt-hours (kWh) Energy



Net metered solar systems

1
Solar panels absorb 
energy from the sun

2
Inverter converts the energy from the 

sun (DC) to AC electricity to use

3 
Energy is used in your 
home, school, or office

4 
Bi-directional utility meter measures energy 

imported and exported to & from utility 
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…then excess 
energy from solar 

panels goes back to 
the grid



Pricing & Sizing – How Many Panels?

26 Panels
8 KW

40% of the kWh usage

26 Panels
6.7 KW

100% of the kWh usage

• System measured in kW (compare to horsepower)
• Electricity production in kWh (compare to mph)
• Most homeowners install between 4 kW–12 kW nat’l



Battery storage - Resiliency / Disaster

solarunitedneighbors.org/storage



Solar Economics

Today



Solar Economics



● CASH 

● GRANT USDA Rural Energy for America Program REAP

○ Agricultural producers or Small Businesses in eligible rural 
areas

● LOANS

○ Learn more about national & local options: 
Solarunitedneighbors.org/financing

○ Paying For Your Panels Flyer

Paying for Your Panels



Loans
● Go through installer or on your own
● Home equity line of credit HELOC, mortgage refinance 

and include solar
● Installer financing (through installerʼs financing company)
● Banks & Credit Unions: Admirals Bank, SeaCoast Bank, 

Climate First Bank,  Clean Energy Credit Union or 
Community 1st Credit Union* (open to SUN members)

● SELF Solar Energy Loan Fund - CDFI non-profit community 
lender SolarEnergyLoanFund.org



Common solar considerations
● Energy efficiency improvements
● Roof age, condition, material OR
● Property parameters ground mount
● Electric utility provider
● Warranties
● Process timelines



Shopping for Solar
We recommend asking two or three installers for proposals to compare your options.
• A recent copy of your utility bill
• Any aesthetic preferences
• Cash, installer financed, outside financing?

Your proposal should, at a minimum include:
• Cost per Watt
• Estimated annual kWh production
• Percentage of your annual electricity usage solar expected to cover (offset)
• Estimated lifetime savings and assumptions used in the estimate
• Specific equipment to be used
• A sample contract that includes details on the workmanship warranty provided
• Expected milestone payments for the contract
• Available financing options (if you're not paying cash)



SUN Support



SUN Solar Help Desk

Solar expertise,
agenda-free
SolarUnitedNeighbors.org/help



● 8 weeks of bite-sized, timed email content
● Private listserv (members + solar ambassadors + SUN
● Help Desk for reviewing proposals
● Choose your own installer
● Vendor-neutral advice from solar experts
● Ongoing advice & assistance (post install)

SolarUnitedNeighbors.org/rssnonprofits

Ready, Set Solar! For nonprofits (it’s free!)
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Questions? 
Thank You
FLteam@SolarUnitedNeighbors.org

SolarUnitedNeighbors.org/Florida



Congress wants to 
kill the solar tax 
credit. We won’t 
let them.

Act now to save solar.

IMPORTANT UPDATE: The House has passed a budget that would eliminate solar tax credits, 
but we can stop it in the Senate. Together, we can ensure solar stays accessible for everyone.

SolarUnitedNeighbors.org/defend-solar-energy/
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