From: DENNIS MCDERMOTT

Sorry this is long and probably quite boring and annoying.

After all, | have recently been nominated as the "Mr.
Holuba of Clearwater Airpark."
If there is an election, | am asking for your vote.....

On Thursday, Sept 18, the Clearwater City Council met.
Agenda ltem 7.2 relates to the Clearwater Airpark.

Let me begin at the City Council Work Session on
9/15/2025, when Marine and Aviation Director MacDonald
presented Resolution 9825-25 which (1) Changes the
name of the Airpark; and (2) Abolishes the Airpark
Advisory Board.

From his recorded comments:

MacDonald @ Work Session 9/15/2025, 4:24 PM: Agenda Item 13.1, Proposed Ordinance
9825-25 - Airpark Name Change: MacDonald states, ‘At the Council Work Session on
March 31, 2025, Council reached consensus to rename Clearwater Airpark back to
Clearwater Executive Airport to better reflect its current and future use and strengthen its
marketing and promotional value.

This Ordinance makes two primary changes.

First, it formally dissolves the Airpark Advisory Board as directed by Council on August
6; Second, it replaces all references to Clearwater Airpark with Clearwater Executive
Airport while keeping existing operational rules including the night time curfew and
emergency procedures. These amendments modernize the code which has not been
updated since 1991 and ensures that it reflects current airport operations and
governance.”

| wrote an objection to this proposed ordinance, and
posted it into the City Meetings Website around Noon on
9/17/2025 which | believe is within the time frame
specified for such comments. As | recall, the website



promised my comments would be "read into the record".
(see "McDermott Comments Sep 17" attached}

Notincluded in MacDonalds remarks -- but embedded into the proposed ordinance as
presented -- are (among other items):

e On May 16, 1991, Clearwater Executive Airport changed its name to Clearwater
Airpark;

e The name change to Clearwater Executive Airport was supported by the Airpark Advisory
Board at the February 5, 2025 meeting; and

e The City Council directed staff at the August 6, 2025 special work session to sunset the
Airpark Advisory Board.

| do have some questions as to the accuracy of these statements, and plan to do a bit of fact
checking.

| had planned to attend the 9/18 City Council meeting in
person and | prepared some remarks which are
consistent with what | had submitted on

9/17 (see"McDermott Remarks Sep 18" attached)
Unfortunately, as | was getting ready to leave my house
for the Council Meeting, | felt ill, so | decided not to travel,
instead to watch the meeting on YouTube.

At 6:33 PM Mayor Rector introduced Agenda ltem 7.2 -
Ordinance 9825-25 - which was read into the record by
City Clerk R. Call.

Marine and Aviation Director MacDonald presented the
intent of Resolution 9825-25, and stated that he was
accompanied by Will Hotz from FIyUSA in case there are
questions for him.



The Mayor then asked if there was anyone from the public
who desired to speak on Agenda ltem 7.2.

Based on prior observations of City Council meetings, | expected my
submitted comments from 9/17/25 to be acknowledged, read and offered for
discussion.

Nada.

A young woman stepped to the podium. She introduced
herself as Sarah Branyan, a Public Policy Student at St.
Petersburg College.

She stated her purpose for speaking was related to a
class project which involves reading, analysing and
participating in the Council process of a first reading of a
Council Ordinance.

She stated she chose Clearwater Ordinance 9825-25 as
her point of focus.

She stated that she did research, including an interview
with Marine and Aviation Director Michael MacDonald. Her
delivery was outstanding, a tribute to her commitment to
success in her current academic endeavor.

Her remarks and conclusions closely correlate to the
content of a presentation document created by FIyUSA
PV, LLC in the first quarter of 2025 (Please see "Executive
Airport Presentation" attached.



Her presentation was strong, a grass-roots
extemporaneous presentation with plenty of sizzle, but no
steak.

{Back in the day, "all sizzle and no steak" was an idiom used to describe something that appears
very promising, exciting, or appealing on the surface but ultimately lacks real substance, value, or
true public purpose.}

Following Sarah Branyan's remarks, with no further
comments or discussion, a City Council vote ensued
unanimously approving Ordinance 9825-25.

Another day, another disappointment....

As someone | know and admire -- a long-time Clearwater
resident -- recently said -- directed at our elected members
of City Council:

"Why would any city council member whose mission it is to represent and
work for residents vote in favor of increasing aircraft noise? The whole
purpose of a representative government is that YOU are supposed to
speak FOR residents and not against the best interest of residents."

Great queStion. Even more on point: What might it take to

convince elected members of City Council that it's OK to take a pause on
controversial matters, to consult with real subject matter experts who are
independent, have no apparent hidden agenda(s), no obvious skin in the
game, to get a true neutral opinion on such matters?

And, after all, isn't that the intention of a real functioning Citizen (a.k.a.
Community) Advisory Board?

Here is one definition of a Citizen Advisory Board which makes sense to me:

"A CAB is a community-based group of appointed individuals who of fer
feedback, advice and recommendations to government agencies,
organizations, or legislative bodies on specific issues, policies, or
projects.



CABs provide a structured forum for residents with relevant experience,
expertise and knowledge to share perspectives, develop solutions, and
participate in decision-making processes, with their role being advisory
and non-binding."

| have read the minutes of Airpark Advisory meetings dating back to 2015 only
to discover a wealth of great ideas, input and wisdom.

The entire process of developing the current Airpark
Master Plan [Airport Layout Plan] (2017-2019) would have
been compromised without the free and open input of AAB
members, each operating as volunteers, beholden to no
one.

The Clearwater Airpark is a municipal treasure, a $20+ Million asset owned by
the City of Clearwater.

Abandoning public oversight over its operation seems to be in direct
opposition to the intent of Florida's constitution, and a hostile action against the
rights of Clearwater residents, voters and stakeholders.

Perhaps | have missed something here? Please advise....



